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stairways of privately owned tenement houses are lighted
at the public expense. Although the cost of lighting such
places about equals the entire cost of illuminating the city
streets, the policy is held to be justified by its usefulness
as a police measure.

The lighting of parks and squares presents a somewhat
Lighting      different problem from that  of streets.    In the  case  of
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pubhc squares not only is there a more definite area to be lighted,
squares ^^ ^^ as lg usua^ there are also street intersections with
much traffic passing, a high degree of brilliancy is needed.
The public square usually requires as much light as the
business street, and its lamps should be set so high that
the light will cover every part of the surface. In parks,
on the other hand, since they are not centres o'f traffic
or of resort after nightfall, bright lighting is not needed
as a matter of traffic convenience. The lighting of parks
is largely a matter of preserving public order and simplify-
ing the work of the police. For this reason parks should
be well but not brilliantly lighted, the standard being that
of a minor residential street. The height and spacing of
park lights present a special problem, for it is desirable
to eliminate all spots of dense shadow which would be
likely to shelter the loitering or the disorderly. The best
results are usually had from lights, either gas or electric,
of moderate brilliancy set fairly low at frequent intervals.
A degree of general light much below the moonlight stand-
ard will ordinarily suffice; no more is needed than permits
the strolling policeman to distinguish human figures at a
reasonable distance. Park lights, therefore, when properly
placed, are never found arranged in any perfect order.
They are located wherever dark spots under trees or among
shrubbery call for them; they should not be higher than
the lowest branches; and they should be properly shaded
so as to throw their main light downward. The low placing
of these lights also requires that they should be surrounded
by ground-glass or opal globes, so as to avoid glare. Park